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1. What are STEM Innovation Schools? 
STEM Innovation Schools are fully invested in accelerating teacher and student growth in 
STEM through the use of programs and resources on STEMnet – Maryland’s Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics Innovation Network.  
 

2. Why do we need STEM Innovation Schools? 
In 2009, the Governor’s STEM Task Force released a STEM action plan containing seven 
recommendations aimed at establishing Maryland as a global leader in the development of 
its workforce and its STEM-based research and economic development infrastructure. The 
seventh recommendation of this plan was to create a STEM Innovation Network to make 
STEM resources available to all.  

STEM Innovation Schools are essential for implementing the seventh recommendation of 
the statewide STEM action plan. STEM Innovation schools will use the programs on 
STEMnet to accelerate student and teacher growth in STEM. 
 

3. How does a district select a STEM Innovation School? 
Districts collaborate with MBRT to identify STEM Innovation Schools. 
 

4. STEM Schools have already been identified in our district. How would STEM 
Innovation Schools fit into our established model? 
The programs on STEMnet are designed for implementation in any comprehensive, 
technical, or specialized high school to enhance STEM instruction. Schools already 
designated as STEM can be STEM Innovation Schools or schools that do not have a STEM 
designation can be STEM Innovation Schools. The ultimate goal is to provide students with 
a quality STEM education that will prepare them for postsecondary study and the 21st 
century workforce.  
 

5. How much does it cost to use the programs on STEMnet? 
Through generous support from governmental agencies, higher education, corporations and 
foundations, MBRT is able to offer a comprehensive suite of programs on STEMnet for free 
to STEM Innovation Schools. 
 

6. Are the programs on STEMnet only available to STEM Innovation Schools? 
Lessons posted to STEMnet are public. However, the comprehensive suite of programs on 
STEMnet are only available to STEM Innovation Schools. MBRT is raising funds to expand 
their reach to more schools.  
 

7. When are teachers expected to implement the programs on STEMnet and what impact 
will implementation have on instruction? 
STEMnet programs are designed to complement the continuum of instruction that would 
occur during the school day. As such, programs will not displace, disrupt, or add on to 
curricular pacing. 
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8. What process is employed to ensure resources are aligned to the Maryland State 
Department of Education’s content standards (Common Core, Next Generation 
Science, etc.)? 
MBRT works in partnership with the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) to 
develop programs aimed at accelerating student and teacher growth in STEM. All content 
writers used to develop materials on STEMnet have been vetted through MSDE as Master 
Teachers and/or curriculum writers. All content is peer-reviewed before posting to STEMnet. 
Review and revision of content is an iterative process among educators. 
 

9. What metrics does MBRT use to measure student growth and teacher growth in 
STEM?  
MBRT uses metrics established by the Maryland State Department of Education to measure 
teacher and student growth in STEM. 
 

10. What does MBRT do with the data collected from STEM Innovation Schools? 
MBRT collects data to evaluate the effectiveness of programs on STEMnet and to inform 
program decisions.  
 

11. Our district requires that school volunteers have background checks. Do STEM 
Specialists undergo background checks before they are sent into the classroom? 
STEM Specialists co-teach lessons with teachers. As a result, teachers are required to stay 
in the classroom with STEM Specialists at all times. At no time are STEM Specialists left 
alone with students which is why they do not receive background checks. 
 

12. What process does MBRT use to vet STEM Specialists?   
All STEM Specialists undergo rigorous training prior to entering high school classrooms. 
STEM Specialists are evaluated by teachers and students. Specialists that consistently 
receive poor evaluations are removed from STEMnet. 
 

13. What are the responsibilities of administrators, teachers, and students at STEM 
Innovation Schools? 

 Administrators   
Collaborate with MBRT to identify teachers to implement STEMnet programs and 
resources during the instructional day. 

 Teachers 
- Attend one STEMnet training session. 
- Implement STEMnet programs and resources during the instructional day. 
- Evaluate programs and resources. 
- Submit evaluations to MBRT. 

 Students 
- Participate in STEMnet programs. 
- Complete student evaluation forms. 
- Submit evaluation forms to their teacher. 
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